Effect of pulsatile and nonpulsatile assist on heart and kidney microcirculation with cardiogenic shock.
To estimate microcirculation of the heart and kidney in pulsatile and nonpulsatile-assisted circulation, a comparison study was done using a swine model. Acute myocardial infarction was made by ligation of the left coronary artery branches. After cardiogenic shock, animals were divided into 3 groups as follows: Group C (n = 6), no assist provided; Group NP (n = 6), assisted by a nonpulsatile pump (Bio-Medicus BP-80); Group P (n = 6), supported by a pulsatile pump (Nippon Zeon). left coronary artery flow, endocardial and epicardial regional flows, and renal cortex and medulla tissue blood flows were measured. Left coronary artery flow and endocardial and epicardial tissue blood flows decreased in cardiogenic shock, and they recovered to the control level soon after support in both Group N and Group P. Renal medulla and cortex tissue blood flows decreased in cardiogenic shock, and these flows did not recover in either Group N or P. However, cortex blood flow in Group P did improve, but it did not improve in Group N. These results suggested that pulsatile assist was more effective than nonpulsatile assist for microcirculation after cardiogenic shock to avoid deterioration of major organ functions.